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5 Ways to Let Jesus Lead You in Your Generosity

1. Jesus knew that he himself was given by his Father.

2. Jesus gave sacrificially, the Lamb of God who gave his life for us.

3. Jesus gave with great trust, knowing he was loved.

4. Jesus never lost sight of his ultimate mission.

5. Jesus gave us a share in his mission of love to the world.

Give Like Jesus

1. Jesus knew that he himself was given by his Father.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might 
not perish but might have eternal life.” Jn 3:16

Gratitude for your many blessings is a beautiful thing. One key step beyond that is to realize that you 
yourself are given by God. You are gift. Jesus knew that he was given by his Father to bring his saving love 
to the world. It was his identity that also gave him purpose. And now you also, given by God to your 
world. Every gift you make pours first from your true identity as being given by God for your purpose as a 
part of the missionary community of the Church.  Your Amen to that truth is a gamechanger.  

2. Jesus gave sacrificially, the Lamb of God who gave his life for us.

“While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, and said, ‘Take it; 
this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, and they all drank from it. He said to 
them, ‘This is my bloo d of the covenant, which will be shed for many.’” Mk 14:22-24
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We can learn much about giving by meditating on the Sacred Heart of Jesus….holy, humble, loving, 
radically given away, poured out for others, willing to sacrifice and suffer. Jesus also made it clear to us. 
“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.” and follow me. 
(Mt 16:24) To sacrifice literally translates to “make holy.” When our giving involves sacrifice, it becomes 
holy. We become holy. We know there is sacrifice in our giving when we it involves giving something up 
or giving something away that our hearts treasure. Then charity and love will prevail in our hearts.  

3. Jesus gave with great trust, knowing he was loved.

“This is why the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.” Jn 10:17

To learn to give like Jesus requires that we learn to trust in Jesus. Jesus trusted that his Father loved him. 
He dared to give himself entirely because he knew get could trust his Father, and because he was certain 
of his destiny…his heavenly home. How about us?  If we have faith, if we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, we 
can learn to give generously with great faith and trust in God. Our use of treasure is a measure of where 
our heart truly is. Jesus gave with great trust, knowing he was loved.  We can do the same. 

4. Jesus never lost sight of his ultimate mission.

“Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of the one who sent me and to finish his work.” Jn 4:34

We learn from Jesus about how our faith should lead us to be faithfully obedient in our generosity – not 
because it is forced, but rather because that we choose to give freely. Like Jesus, we are fed when we do the 
will of God. The key here is that we decide to give freely out of love like Jesus. We choose to do God’s 
will, and though it may be very difficult at times, we discover a freedom in our faithfulness that brings 
purpose and joy that is beyond anything this world can fully comprehend. Let’s look to Jesus to be our 
strength and our guide in how to give freely and faithfully – in a spirit of obedience that leads us to joy.

5. Jesus gave us a share in his mission of love to the world.

“As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” Jn 20:21

Jesus understood who he was – as given by his Father. He trusted the Father by obediently giving his life 
to do his Father’s will. A big part of Jesus’ mission was to form the Church as his Body on earth to carry 
his love to all people and to the ends of earth. Beyond saving us, his most important mission was to send 
us. From the moment of our baptism, we received the call to share in this mission. In this way, our giving 
is not to the Church for its mission. Our giving is as the Church for the mission that Jesus has 
empowered you and me to share. 




